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DAILY BIBLE STUDIES 

"INSTRUCTIONS FOR  CHRISTIAN GROWTH” 

1 PETER 2:1-3
 SEPTEMBER 10 –16, 2006

THE LORD'S DAY –Last week we spent our time looking at the “Incorruptible Seed” of the Word of God.  As we continue to move on in 1 Peter we come to a portion of Scripture where Peter addresses how we as believers are to live and grow.  He uses for his starting point in this text, the importance that the very Word of God or “Incorruptible Seed” plays in that process. We will see this unfolded this week. Read 1 Peter 2:1-3. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today? 

Suggestion for prayer: Ask God to teach you this week and help you to make the changes necessary in your life to help you grow spiritually.
MONDAY –Our text begins in verse 1 with the word “Therefore...”  This first word refers back to the previous passage in Chapter 1:23-25.  In that text we saw that the Word of God was the “seed” that produced the new birth in us.  It was the source of our salvation that God used to convict us and bring new life.  So Peter asks his readers to remember the power of God in salvation that was preformed in them through the Word of God.  With this in mind they and we will be able to more clearly see the part that the Word plays in our continued growth. Read these verses about the life giving Word.  Psalm 119:50, 93, John 6:63, 68, 1 Thessalonians 2:13. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Ask God to help you maintain and develop a mindset that is fixed on His Word.  A mind and life that honors, cherishes and remembers the Word’s great power, value, and life giving capabilities. 
TUESDAY –So many Christians today are caught in this feeling of helplessness and inability to grow in maturity.  I am speaking of true, born again individuals.  There are hosts of “professing” Christians who have never been transformed by the Word of God and The Holy Spirit and are therefore lost and deceived and on their way to hell.  

But there are many truly saved people who struggle with growing to maturity in Christ.  We will see Peter make it clear to true Christians that the answers lie in the Word of God.  He now continues verse 2 with some practical instruction for those who want to grow.  Read these verses which speak to the continued work of growth that the Scripture produces in the life.  Deuteronomy 17:19-20, Romans 15:4, 2 Timothy 3:16-17.

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Thank God today for His precious, life giving Word.  Ask Him to help you to understand it and obey it for your spiritual growth.   
WEDNESDAY –Today we want to look at some specific direction concerning our growth that the Word of God gives us as Christians.  We are told in verse 2 “laying aside all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil speaking…”  Here we are given the reason why so many don’t experience growth as they should—they don’t eliminate the SIN in their lives.  Peter says that true Christians should be putting away sin.  Sin hinders growth and there will be no growth in the life that is not obeying the Word of God and dealing with sin.  Notice the use of the word “all” three times to emphasize the effort of total cleansing.  Read these verses speaking of the “putting off” of sin as well as the hindrance sin is to our growth.  Ephesians 4:20-25, Colossians 3:8-9, Hebrews 12:1, 2 Timothy 2:4. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Ask God to help you put aside and put to death the sins in your life by the power of the Holy Spirit and by clinging to His Word.  

THURSDAY –Lord willing, we will look at these specific sins mentioned here by Peter in more detail this coming Lord’s Day.  It is sufficed to say that it is a list of sins that although not exhaustive, encompass the basic life of evil that believers are to avoid.  Read these verses that use and speak to each of these specific sins.                                                                                Malice – (general wickedness) Ephesians 4:31.                                               Deceit – (treachery, trickery, guile) John 1:47, 1 Peter 3:10.                     Hypocrisy – (phony, insincere, pretense) Ezekiel 33:31-32, James 3:17.          Envy – (ill will, jealousy, spite, resentment) Matthew 27:18, Philippians 1:15.  Evil Speaking – (defamation, backbiting, slander, gossip) 2 Corinthians 12:20, James 4:11.

     What principles in these verses are applicable to my life today?

Suggestion for prayer:  Ask God to help you be vigilant in removing, confessing and forsaking these sins which always prevent growth. 

FRIDAY –Spiritual growth is obtained by the believer that not only removes the hindrances of sin but also by the one who craves and digests the pure Word of God.  A true, growing believer has their life marked by a craving for God’s Word like that of the craving of a new born baby for his mother’s milk.  Peter here gives the command to “desire” or “long for” the milk of the Word.  Spiritual life depends on it.  The milk is “pure”; in the Greek adolos – unadulterated, sincere.  God’s Word and hence His Wisdom from it is not contaminated or mixed with “filler” or contaminates.  It is pure and therefore it provides REAL sustenance and nourishment.  Read Job 23:12 and Psalm 19:7-11.      

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Ask God to help you desire and long for the Word of God.  Ask Him for a love of His Word that goes above ALL other loves.  Thank Him that His Word alone is the pure, true, real food for our lives.  

SATURDAY –At the end of verse 2 Peter gives the reason the believer is to desire and long for God’s Word—so they may grow by it.  The NAS reads “so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation”.  The Word is what produces real, mature, full grown, sanctified saints.  Peter closes in verse 3 with,”if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is gracious”.  True believers will feed on God’s Word.  They have been born again.  A newborn baby does not need a lecture on drinking milk; just put a nipple in his mouth.  So it is with true believers; they have tasted and the will be motivated to feed on the Word.  We still however must be exhorted to do these simple things Peter has mentioned. Pursue holiness -1:13-21, Love the brethren -1:22-25, and continually desire the Word -2:1-3.      Read: Psalm 34:8, Psalm 119:140-142.     

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Like we stressed all week, ask God to help you to TRULY grow in Him by loving and obeying and feeding on His Word .
